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                                                                                COCOM


    CONGOLESE COMMUNITY OF NORTH CAROLINA /RALEIGH    
        1521 Nealstone Way Raleigh, NC 27614
                     http://www.cocomnc.com
                                                                    Tel. 919 827 3110        



· Introduction of COCOM leaders and The Organization 
We thank you, Mr. Mayor, for given to the Congolese Community that’s exists   for more than a decade another opportunity to meet with you despite your busy schedule. Thousands of Congolese immigrants live in Raleigh as you can see the snap shot of statistics. The organization works in partnership with other institutions such as African Advocate Against Aids, African Diaspora Coalition, Churches and more. 


· Achievement

 Last year and this year the organization raised thirty one thousand Dollars to support grieving families. (We lost seven members of the community.) The organization helped solving problems generated by the difference of culture. We held a cultural event June 30th, 2008 during which the community gave to the students’ organization a scholarship of $250.00 to encourage their effort in pursuing high level study. We provided referral help to Africans immigrants dealing with immigration and/or integration issue.   

· Opportunities we offer to the City

COCOM can bring in the city a cultural diversity of African Art and music. Congo’s music is the most loved in Africa. These cultural values can be shared with other ethic groups for a better interconnection and integration. This platform can also be used as a tool to improve the census of French speaking in the city. The Congolese Community is ready to participate in city sponsored- program such as Beltline cleanup, afterschool programs, distribution of coupon applications for Digital TV Converter Box to families using analogue TV. We can foster a students Exchange program with other French countries and help our children to start discovering Africa here in Raleigh.
· Challenges

 Congolese immigrants continue to experiment integration challenges as they transit from French speaking language to English. These challenges can be observed at the educational level as parents  deal with children homework .The job market offers other challenges as communication  skill is the first important factor. It takes years for adults to improve their communication skill and often they have to go back to school as their children do. Above all, there is a continuous psychological impact of the ongoing war in Congo. For example, we have single moms with children who still look for their husbands separated by war. COCOM is also challenged by the discontinuity of programs supporting refuges. Most of the French speaking refugee s facing housing and job challenge come to seek the help of the organization. African French immigrants are the minority inside the minority (African American or black: 27 % of the population.)They have problem specific to their cultural background that is different from African American when accessing different services provided by the state and the city.
· Request
COCOM requests a special attention and sponsorship from the City of Raleigh to the French speaking community to address their specific problems. The organization will like to have flexible and easy access to Community Enhancement Program’s services and benefits. We need actually an office space for community programs, children educational activities (Increasing high level of literacy, math and science skills), and temporary place for an immediate response to the new refugees who have seen their support from federal agencies discontinued.  At last, we ask the city’s support during peaceful rally on January 17, 2009 by accepting our memorandum and providing a limited transportation after the march from State Capitol building to the Raleigh Civic Center.
· City of Raleigh advocating the case of Congo

The city of Raleigh must stand against war and human right violation because we are all connected, and each person who carries a cellular phone, laptop, video game carries a piece Congo’s blood coltan.
Memorandum to the City council 

-Raise the awareness about terrific suffering and human right violation of the Congolese people and the gigantic economic potential Congo engorges for each people and the world.

-Since 1996, nearly six millions have died in Congo due to the conflict and hundreds of thousands of women have been systematically raped and the death toll continues today at the rate of 45000 each month.

-The United Nation has named it one of deadliest conflict in the world since World War Two and Doctors Without Borders has reported Congo is one of the ten most underreported stories in the world

-The January 17, 2009 march breaks the silence around these tragedies and makes the case that a stable and secure Congo will benefit the world than an unstable Congo

-The Congolese Community requests then the support and special consideration of the Raleigh City Council for the peaceful rally that will take place January 17, 2009
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