Petition to end the long-running humanitarian disaster in Congo.
	Petition summary and background
	We, the undersigned, are concerned Congolese-Americans and Congolese residents who urge (The United States government and the Congress) to take more active and concrete action to end the rampant violence and insecurity causing an unprecedented humanitarian crisis, famine, sexual violence of all forms against women and children, and a socio-economical cataclysm only for the sake of economical and political gain by the armed-faction and their supporters in eastern Congo Democratic.
The Democratic Republic of Congo is engulfed in the world’s worst humanitarian crisis in term of fatalities as result of conflict and its aftermath. According the International Rescue Commission (IRC), 5.4 million have died since 1998 and 45000 people die each day,200 of every 1000 children die before the age of 5, and the life expectancy is 45 years. The persistence of fighting and violence is leading to massive population displacement, widespread rape, sexual violence, and disastrous health service and lost of many lives. The country’s vast mineral wealth is the main reason for the hostility from belligerents justified under the pretext of protecting the Tutsi minority in Congo. Since Clinton & Albright and Bush & Rice administration United States actions in Congo has been weak and ineffective in spite the international community intervention in Kuwait, Kosovo and Iraq.

	Action petitioned for
	We urge the United States government and the Congress to take the following actions:
· Apply forcefully the legislation USC2151 introduced by Senator Obama and signed to law by President Bush mostly in its section 201.

· Condemn vehemently the on-going military escalation and stop all war-faction from perpetrating violence, sexual atrocities, rape and killing of civilian particularly women and children.
· Condemn and call upon Nkundabatware (leader of CNDP) who has been accused for war crime and humanitarian violation to immediately stop the fight and violence in the Eastern Congo.

· Condemn and call upon the Governments of Ruanda, Uganda and Burundi to stop providing military support to rebels in respect of Congo territory integrity and the embargo.
· Support the use of multinational force to intervene in Congo to neutralize the ability of various groups (FDLR,CNDP… ) to operate in Eastern Congo.   
· Use its influence in UN and collaborate with the EU and African Union to implement a more effective strategy that will trigger a strong and lasting peace in the region.

·  Use the diplomatic power at UN Security Council to give the MONUC military and political mandate, appropriate resources, capabilities and intelligence allowing them to be more effective in  eradicating violence, rape, sexual atrocities by the use of force against perpetrators who do not respect the signed agreements( GOMA agreement.)
· Extend the mandate of MONUC to deal with the illegal exploitation of natural resources in Congo.
· Request a public disclosure and independent auditing of natural resources revenue to promote transparency and accountability in the Democratic Republic of Congo.
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